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TEL-AVIV  STAMPS  (Y.TSACHOR)  LTD 


MAIL  AUCTION 

Illustrated  Catalogue  - free  on  request 

Auctions  are  Held  twice  a year 

Palestine  & Israel  Coins  & Bank  Notes 

Judaica,  JNF,  Holocaust 
Autographs,  Postcards 
Palestine  & Israel  Philately 

POBox  16218,  Tel  Aviv,  Israel 
Tel:(++)972-3-5226294, 
Fax:(++)972-3-5245088 
www.TelAvivStamps.com 
Email:  tastps@gmail.com 

Palestine  - 1 Pound,  Brown  unissued,  VVW  II  Emergency  - proof  print 
Sold  in  our  March  2012  Auction  for  a total  of  $ 29,000 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 
(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 

CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239>3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 
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Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 

Houghton 

Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  361pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


\U>KK*()I  \KI 


HOVGHTON 


MINIKIN 

IHUUMIAV  * I >1  < I MI.I  • 


A 

( HKISIII  s 


4 


Invitations  to  our  annual  meeting  and 

TO  RUN  FOR  THE  AINA  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


I am  very  pleased  that  this  issue 
of  The  Shekel  carries  the  first  part 
of  Benjamin  Weiss’  comprehensive 
article  “A  History  of  Anti-Semitic 
Bigotry  as  Chronicled  by  Com- 
memorative Medals.”  Ben’s  article 
gives  important  insights  on  the  ugly 
history  of  anti-Semitism,  and  is 
must-reading  for  anyone  interested 
in  Jewish  or  world  history. 

AINA  members  and  the  general 
public  are  invited  to  get  together 
to  schmooze  at  the  annual  AINA 
meeting  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  American  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation’s World’s  Fair  of  Money. 

The  meeting  will  highlight  Sim- 
cha  Kuritzky’s  fascinating  talk  on 
Pidyon  Haben  (redemption  of  the 
first  bom  male)  tokens  and  coins, 
and  the  latest  news  from  a represen- 
tative of  the  Israel  Coins  & Medals 
Corporation.  The  AINA  meeting 
and  ANA  convention  will  be  held 
at  the  Donald  Stephens  Convention 
Center  (near  Chicago)  on  Thursday, 
August  13  from  1 to  3 p.m.  I hope 
to  see  you  there,  and  please  stop 
by  AINA’s  table  in  the  bourse  area, 
from  August  11-15,  and  say  “hello.” 

AINA  members  are  invited  to 
consider  running  for  the  Board  of 
Directors.  It  is  not  a lot  of  work — it 
involves  some  emails  each  year 
and  if  possible,  attending  the  AINA 
Board  of  Directors  meeting  at  the 
ANA  Convention  in  August.  Quali- 
fications are  listed  in  the  AINA  By- 
laws, published  at  www.theshekel. 


org/aina- 
bv-laws. 

html.  The 
deadline  for 
submitting 
your  nomi- 
nation is  30 
days  from 
receipt  of 
this  issue  of 
The  Shekel. 

President’s  message 

As  many  of  you  know,  our  editor 
Andy  Perala  has  been  stmggling 
with  serious  health  issues  over  the 
past  couple  of  years.  He  has  contin- 
ued to  do  a superb  in  editing,  layout 
and  design  (and  helping  us  win  the 
ANA’s  “Outstanding  Specialty  Nu- 
mismatic Publication”  two  years  in 
a row),  but  has  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  meet  our  current  pub- 
lishing deadlines. 

And  so  we  are  converting  to  a 
quarterly  schedule,  including  one 
extra-large  issue  per  year.  I prom- 
ise that  The  Shekel  will  continue  to 
publish  more  articles  on  ancient  Ju- 
daean coins,  Jewish  medals,  Israel 
coins,  etc.  than  any  other  American 
publication — and  you  still  will 
enjoy  reading  every  issue  cover-to- 
cover. 

All  the  best, 


HI 


5 


Donated 

holocaust 

Money 


The  Strassler  Center 
for  Holocaust  and 
Genocide  Studies  at  Clark 
University  was  the  recipient 
of  a collection  of  money  that 
was  used  in  Nazi  concentra- 
tion camps  and  work  camps 
during  the  Holocaust. 

The  donated  items  in- 
cluded paper  bills  and 
coins  used  in  Buchenwald, 
Litzmannstadt,  Theresien- 


Above:  Money  used  in  the  Mittelbau  Work  Camp. 

Both  notes  were  currency  used  in  World  War  II  con- 
centration camps  of  the  Holocaust  and  were  donated 
to  Clark  University. 

All  images  courtesy  of  Bob  Messing 


Continued 
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WW  II  MONEY  OF  GREAT  HISTORIC  VALUE 

Continued 

stadt,  Westerbork,  and  Mit- 
telbau. 

The  gift  was  presented  in 
November,  2014,  by  Bob 
Messing,  AINA  Life  Member 
38,  and  Clark  alumnus. 

Messing  has  been  collecting 
Jewish  numismatic  items  for 
more  than  55  years,  including 
this  collection. 


This  money  has  special  sig- 
nificance to  Bob  because  one 
quarter  of  his  family  perished 


Bob  Messing  reviewing  his  Holocaust  money  gift 
with  Strassler  Center  for  Holocaust  and  Genocide 
Studies  Director  Dr.  Deborah  Dwork 


during  the  Holo- 
caust. 


H-Standort-Kantine  - Buchenwald 


WERTMARKE  r.dsr,:!  :■ 


Money  used  in  the  canteen  at  the  Buchenwald  Concentration 
Camp. 


“This  money 
should  do  more 
than  be  stored  in  an 
album  that  is  rarely 
opened,”  he  said. 

“What  better 
place  to  share  this 
history  than  my  col- 
lege alma  mater?” 

Clark  Univer- 
sity, in  Worcester, 

MA,  operates  the 
only  program  in 
the  world  that  trains 
students  for  Ph.D. 
degrees  in  Holocaust  History  and 
Genocide  Studies. 

The  Center’s  director,  Professor 
Deborah  Dwork,  accepted  the  gift 
from  Bob.  “This  gift  will  affect 
generations  of  future  students  who 
will  learn  so  much  from  these  arti- 
facts,” Dr.  Dwork  said. 


The  personal  history  of  the  do- 
nated money  also  will  serve  in  other 
ways,  both  immediate  and  of  much 
larger  scale. 

“When  there  are  no  Holocaust 
survivors  left  alive,  these  bills  and 
coins  will  serve  as  visceral  remind- 
ers of  a terrible  history,”  Messing 
reflected,  nu 
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SALK 


Pioneer 


Dr.  Salk  is  the  first  Jewish  American 

EVER  TO  APPEAR  ON  A U.S.  COIN,  THE  2015  $1 

March  of  Dimes  Commemorative 


Designs  for  the  2015  March  of  Dimes  commemorative  silver  dollar  were 
recently  made  public  by  the  U.S.  Mint  and  the  March  of  Dimes  Foundation. 


In  2015,  the  Mint  will  sell  up 
to  500,000  of  the  new  coins, 
which  mark  the  75th  anniversary 
of  Roosevelt’s  1938  creation  of  the 
organization  to  combat  polio,  It  was 
originally  called  the  National  Foun- 
dation for  Infantile  Paralysis.  Roo- 
sevelt took  the  lead  because  of  his 
own  struggle  with  disease.  A $10 
surcharge  will  be  added  to  the  cost 
of  each  coin  sold  to  raise  money 


for  the  March  of  Dimes,  which  will 
be  used  to  help  finance  research, 
education  and  health  services  aimed 
at  improving  the  health  of  women, 
infants  and  children. 

Sales  of  the  March  of  Dimes  Sil- 
ver Dollar  opened  on  March  13. 

Jonas  Edward  Salk  was  bom  in 
New  York  City  on  October  28, 

1914.  After  graduating  from  the 

Continued  on  Page  10 
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The  following  designs,  featuring  Dr.  Jonas  Salk,  were 
among  those  entered  in  the  competition. 

Can  you  pick  the  winning  design  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
commemorative  silver  dollar? 
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Continued 


Salk  March  of  dimes  $1  coin 


The  official  United  States  Mint  Proof  $1  coin  honoring  Dr.  Jonas  Salk  and  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign to  save  children  is  shown  above.  The  Mint  s Artistic  Infusion  Program  artist  Paul  C.  Balan 
designed  the  obverse,  with  Mint  Sculptor-Engraver  Michael  Guardioso  the  sculptor.  Mint  Sculptor- 
Engraver  Don  Everhart  designed  sculpted  the  reverse. 


Continued 

City  College  of  New  York,  he  went 
on  to  be  a research  fellow  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  There  he 
helped  in  the  development  of  an 
influenza  vaccine  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  US  Army  Influenza 
Commission.  Moving  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh’s  School  of 
Medicine,  Salk  became  Research 
Professor  of  Bacteriology  in  1949, 
Professor  of  Preventive  Medicine 
5 years  later,  and  finally  Professor 
of  Experimental  Medicine  (1957- 
1963). 

At  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 

Salk  did  research  into  poliomy- 
elitis, developing  immunological 
methods  to  distinguish  different 
types  of  the  virus.  He  then  devel- 
oped a vaccine  prepared  by  inacti- 
vating the  virus.  Massive  field  trials 
conducted  by  the  National  Founda- 
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tion  for  Infantile  Paralysis  in  1954 
confirmed  the  effectiveness  of  the 
vaccine,  which  became  the  first 
weapon  against  the  polio  scourge. 
In  the  years  immediately  before 
mass  inoculations  with  the  Salk 
vaccine  began,  there  was  an  aver- 
age of  25,000  cases  a year  in  the 
United  States;  in  1969  not  a single 
death  from  polio  was  reported  in 
the  nation,  and  the  disease  has  vir- 
tually been  eradicated  worldwide. 

For  his  pioneering  accomplish- 
ment, Dr.  Salk  received  many 
honors  and  awards,  including  the 
Presidential  Citation  and  the  Con- 
gressional Medal  for  Distinguished 
Achievement,  fuj 
Bibliography:  Numismatic  News 
Express,  November  25,  2014  and  the 
Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame  (www. 
amuseum.org/jahf). 


FIRST  TIME  IN  HISTORY 


First  time  a mint  in  China 
produces  a numismatic 
piece  with  a Jewish  theme. 


First  time  a Chinese  mint 
etches  every  medal  with 
a number  for  definitive 
identification. 

First  time  mint  designer 
Rocky  Zhao  collaborates  with 
his  father,  Qiming  Zhao,  the 
legendary  engraver  of  Chinese 
paper  money  and  stamps. 


Commemorating  the  70th  anniversary  of  the  forceful 
relocations  of  ~ 18,000  European  Jewish  WWII  refugees 
by  the  occupying  Japanese  into  a restricted  area, 

The  Shanghai  Ghetto. 


QTY 

OZ. 

Metal 

Pricepedia 

36 

5 

Gold 

PAN594A 

570 

1 

Gold 

PAN595A 

5773 

1 

Silver 

PAN596A 

Rocky  Zhao  and  Qiming  Zhao  present  92 
year  old  Gary  Matzdorff  with  etched  set 
#39  in  China.  In  1939,  Gary  was  fortu- 
nate to  escape  Germany  and  find  refuge  in 
Shanghai.  In  1948,  he  settled  in  America. 


For  more  incredible  details  on  the  history  of 
this  series,  inquiries  and  distribution  info 
visit  WhyNotCollectibles.com/ChinaFirst 
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ANTI-SEMITIC 

BIGOTRY 


AS  CHRONICLED 

BY 

HISTORICAL  MEDALS 

U, 

BY  BENJAMIN  WEISS  PARE  I 


BIGOT:  A person  who  is  obstinately  or  intolerantly  devoted  to  his  or 
her  own  opinions  and  prejudices;  especially  one  who  regards  or  treats 
the  members  of  a group  (as  a racial  or  ethnic  group)  with  hatred  and 
intolerance.  Merriam-Webster.com  2013 


HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 

hile  prejudice  exists  towards 
many  religious  and  ethnic 
groups,  over  the  ages  bigoted  acts 
against  the  Jews  have  been  among 
the  most  prevalent,  severe  and 
unrelenting.  This  intolerance  has 
manifested  itself  from  the  relatively 
inconsequential,  such  as  slurs, 
insults  and  distribution  of  anti-Se- 
mitic paraphernalia  (Eisler,  2014), 
to  the  devastating,  including  confis- 
cation of  property,  expulsion  from 
countries,  and  mass  slaughter. 

Volumes  have  been  written  about 
anti-Semitism  and  its  effects,  but 


the  question  still  remains  as  to  the 
root  causes  of  anti-Semitic  atti- 
tudes: Why  have  they  existed  for 
centuries,  and  how  have  they  been 
passed  on  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration? This  article  will  attempt  to 
examine  this  issue  using  historical 
medals  as  a backdrop  and  primary 
source  of  information. 

Although  the  word  anti-Semitism 
did  not  exist  prior  to  the  race  theory 
of  the  1 9th  century,  the  sordid  his- 
tory of  anti-Semitic  acts  and  of 
using  Jews  as  scapegoats  goes  back 
hundreds  of  years  and  has  taken 
many  forms:  religious,  economic, 
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JEWS  BURNED  AT  THE  STAKE: 

Between  1348  and  1351  Bubonic 
plague  swept  through  Europe,  kill- 
ing about  one-third  of  the  popula- 
tion. Although  it  is  now  known  that 
it  is  a bacterial  disease  carried  by 
rat  fleas,  at  that  time  Jews  were 
accused  of  causing  the  plague  in 
order  to  destroy  Christianity.  This 
accusation  spread  through  many 
cities  in  Europe,  inciting  the  people 
to  burn  thousands  of  Jews  at  the 
stake.  The  illumination  at  righ,  from 
a medieval  manuscript,  depicts 
Jews  (identified  by  the  mandatory 
yellow  Jewish  badge  and  Jewish 
hat)  of  Ravensburg  being  burned  at 
the  stake  during  the  plague  in  1348. 

Luzemer  Schilling,  1515;  (Eban,  1984 
Burgerbibliothek,  Lucerne 

Continued 

social,  racist,  ideological  and 
cultural.  As  many  of  the  popu- 
lace were  illiterate  at  the  time, 
various  art  forms,  such  as  paintings, 
drawings  and  in  some  cases  med- 
als were  often  used  to  spread  these 
calumnies. 

Among  the  more  common  types 
of  slanders  against  the  Jewish 
community  throughout  the  ages 
were  the  false  accusations  that 
they  caused  wide-spread  diseases 
and  other  natural  or  man-made 
disasters.  An  example  of  one  such 
charge  is  that  Jews  were  respon- 
sible for  the  Black  Death,  which 
killed  as  many  as  200  million  peo- 
ple in  Europe  during  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  for  which  Jews  were 
blamed  and  many  burned  alive. 

These  and  a multitude  of  other 
false  accusations  of  Jews  have 
resulted  in  oppression  and  abuse 
of  the  Jewish  community  almost 
beyond  belief. 

The  persecution  and  extermina- 


tion of  Jews  in  the  modem  times 
of  Nazi  Germany  during  the  Holo- 
caust are  well  documented  (Fried- 
lander,  1997;  Holocaust  2014), 
but  these  more  recent  events  have 
a history  of  their  own,  in  that  the 
murder  and  mass  relocation  of  Jews 
have  taken  place  not  only  in  early 
and  mid-20th  century  Germany  but 
in  virtually  every  country  in  Europe 
for  more  than  a millennium  (Ober- 
man,  1984). 

Indeed,  a chronological  survey  of 
anti-Semitism  shows  that  anti-Se- 
mitic acts  occurred  throughout  the 
world  and  encompassed  dozens  and 
dozens  of  periods,  dating  from  the 
third  century  BCE  through  to  the 
present  time  [see  A Brief  Chronolo- 
gy of  anti-Semitism  (web.  archive)]. 
These  atrocities  are  often  reflected 
in  historical  medals  designed  and 

Continued 
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Continued 

issued  to  purposely  vilify  the  Jew- 
ish community. 

Indeed,  anti-Semitic  medals  are 
probably  the  most  common  and 
most  notorious  of  all  the  medals 
that  have  been  minted  for  spread- 
ing religious  hatred,  a topic  that 
has  been  considered  in  great  detail 
by  Daniel  Friedenberg  in  his  book, 
Jewish  Medals:  From  the  Renais- 
sance to  the  Fall  of  Napoleon 
(1503-1815),  and  Bruno  Kirschner 
in  his  work,  Deutsche  Spott-Medai- 
llen  Auf  Juden,  in  which  dozens  of 
anti-Semitic  medals  are  chronicled. 

On  these  medals,  Jews  are  some- 
times depicted  as  causing  natural 
calamities  such  as  famine,  plague, 
etc.  Often  they  are  portrayed  as 
demonic,  non-human  creatures  or 
profiting  financially  from  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others.  In  different  peri- 
ods of  history  Jews  were  forced  to 
convert  to  Christianity,  and  if  they 
did  not  their  properties  were  seized 
and  their  persons  expelled,  tortured 
or  murdered.  Medals  were  made  to 
support  these  statements  as  well. 

While  it  is  generally  known  when 
and  by  whom  anti-Semitic  medals 
were  made,  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine definitively  why  they  were 
manufactured,  how  many  were 
struck,  to  whom  were  they  distrib- 
uted and  what  was  their  impact. 

A few  of  the  author’s  colleagues 
graciously  offered  their  opinion  on 
these  matters  as  follows: 

“At  times  of  economic  strife  such 
as  famine  or  general  misfortune,  the 


Jew  becomes  an  easy  scapegoat  and 
this  no  doubt  fed  interest  in  the  kind 
of  anti-Semitic  medals  produced 
by  Christian  Wermuth  and  Johann 
Christian  Reich  in  the  1 8th  century. 
To  judge  from  the  numbers  and  va- 
riety - with  many  carrying  graphic 
illustrations  - they  clearly  found  a 
ready  market,  distributed  as  they 
much  have  been  through  a network 
of  retail  outlets.”  (Christopher  Ei- 
mer,  personal  communication). 

“In  general,  it  is  likely  most  of 
the  Kornjudenmedaillen  of  the  17th 
and  1 8th  centuries  were  made  as 
popular  souvenirs  and  were  sold  by 
their  artist/manufacturers,  such  as 
Wermuth  and  Reich. 

They  incorporated  prejudices  and 
iconographic  references  to  popular 
beliefs  then  current  which  would 
have  resonated  with  the  purchasers, 
presumably  wealthy  peasant  land- 
owners  and  merchants  concerned 
with  hard  times,  famines,  rising 
costs  of  living  etc.  To  judge  from 
the  number  of  specimens  available 
in  the  later  collector’s  market  plac- 
es, they  were  made  in  substantial 
quantities,  likely  many  hundreds 
rather  than  fewer  than  a hundred,  or 
tens  of  thousands. 

In  several  cases,  the  dies  for  their 
manufacture  survived  for  many 
years  and  were  sometimes  re-used 
into  the  1 9th  century,  by  which 
time  the  purchasers  would  have 
been  secondary  collector  types.  For 
example,  some  Kornjudenmedaillen 
were  made  in  iron,  a technique  that 
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post-dates  their  1 694  date  by  a cen- 
tury or  more.”  (Ira  Rezak,  personal 
communication). 

“Some  medals  were  officially 
sanctioned,  others  were  privately 
commissioned  and  still  others  were 
commercial  undertakings  aimed  at 
collectors  or  designed  to  appeal  to 
the  wider  public.  Often  those  that 
were  issued  as  a commercial  enter- 
prise reflected  the  biases  and  poli- 
tics of  the  medalists.  Estimating  the 
numbers  struck  is  very  difficult,  but 
it  is  probably  reasonable  to  assume 
that  mintages  were  in  dozens  or 
hundreds  with  just  a few  exceptions 
being  much  higher.  This  is  based  on 
the  few  instances  where  we  know 
mintages  and  comparing  the  rela- 
tive rarity  of  others. 

“Generally  medals  were  a fairly 
expensive  luxury,  which  few  could 
afford  and  fewer  still  could  appre- 
ciate due  to  low  rates  of  literacy 
and  education.  Another  limitation 
was  on  the  technical  side,  since  the 
striking  of  medals,  especially  in 
high-relief,  was  labor-intensive  and 
dies  were  vulnerable  to  breaking 
(as  demonstrated  by  the  several  die 
varieties  of  some  common  med- 
als of  the  period).”  (Hedley  Betts, 
personal  communication). 

Many  of  the  medalists  of  that  pe- 
riod, including  Christian  Wermuth, 
worked  as  entrepreneurs.  They  sold 
the  medals  to  private  and  public  cli- 
ents on  their  own  initiative.  There 
must  have  been  a good  market  for 
the  medals  made  by  anti-Semitic 


manufacturers  during  the  17th 
and  1 8th  centuries.  We  know,  for 
example,  that  Christian  Wermuth 
issued  a list  called  a “specification, 
which  was  a price  list  of  the  medals 
he  had  for  sale.”  (Christian  Stoess, 
personal  communication). 

Even  if  there  were  a limited  num- 
ber of  such  medals  distributed,  by 
giving  them  to  individuals  of  influ- 
ence - the  merchant  class,  aristoc- 
racy, nobility,  clergy  - these  medals 
would  nevertheless  have  had  a 
significant  impact.  And  their  in- 
tent was  clear;  medals  were  issued 
either  to  support  the  denigration  of 
the  Jews  or  to  memorialize  their 
vilification.  Examples  of  some  of 
these,  shown  below,  are  the  subject 
of  this  discourse. 

ANTI-SEMITIC, 
SLANDEROUS  MEDALS 
RELATED  TO  CULTURE 

Grain  Jew  (Korn  Jude)  Medals 

As  Friedenberg  points  out,  one  of 
the  first  of  these  anti-Semitic  med- 
als was  reported  in  the  early  1 6th 
century  in  Germany.  These  medals 
depicted,  on  the  obverse,  the  Jew 
riding  on  a sow,  and  on  the  reverse, 
the  face  of  a devil  with  horns,  rep- 
resentations not  uncommon  in  the 
medieval  period  (Lipton,  2014). 

By  the  end  of  the  17th  century  a 
more  common  type  of  anti-Semitic 
medal  made  its  appearance.  These 
were  the  so-called  “Korn  Jude” 
(Grain  Jew)  medals.  Most  of  these 
were  struck  in  Germany  and  were 
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A Korn  Jude  (Grain  Jew)  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth,  Germany,  1694,  Silver  struck 
medal,  36  mm  Ref:  Friedenberg,  p 3;  Kirschner  54/18;  Wohlfahrt  95035;  Weiss 

Benjamin  Weiss  Collection 
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issued  in  various  forms  over  a 
period  of  some  80  years.  Appar- 
ently they  were  engraved  largely,  if 
not  exclusively,  by  only  two  men: 
Christian  Wermuth  (1661  to  1739) 
and  later  by  Johann  Christian  Reich 
(1740  to  1814). 

Generally,  Korn  Jude  medals  were 
distributed  coincident  with  periods 
of  rising  food  prices  and  famine 
and  were  designed  to  perpetuate  the 
myth  that  the  Jews  were  to  blame 
for  these  hardships  and  to  portray 
Jews  as  diabolic  speculators,  par- 
ticularly in  grain  crops. 

To  set  the  stage  for  the  first  of 
these  medals  we  will  consider,  in 
1694,  heavy  rains  and  a grasshopper 
plague  swept  throughout  Germany. 
Food  prices  increased,  speculation 
rose  and  the  starving  people  blamed 
the  Jews.  This  provided  the  raison 
d’etre  for  the  issuance  of  one  of  the 
prototypical  Korn  Jude  medals. 


These  medals  were  not  subtle  in 
their  design  or  meaning.  The  med- 
als Wermuth  made  usually  depicted 
on  the  obverse  a figure  carrying  on 
his  back  a sack  of  grain  on  which  is 
perched  a devil  opening  the  mouth 
of  the  sack,  thereby  allowing  the 
grain  to  pour  uselessly  onto  the 
ground. 

So  that  there  should  be  no  misun- 
derstanding these  devices,  the  leg- 
end clearly  identified  the  figure  as 
DU  KORN  IUDE  (You  Grain  Jew), 
with  the  legend  below  translated 
as  “Famine  Time”  or  “Expensive 
Time.” 

The  reverse,  invoking  the  power- 
ful instrument  of  Scripture,  shows  a 
grain  sifter  inscribed  with  a quota- 
tion taken  from  the  Old  Testament: 
Proverbs,  XI.  26,  indicated  in  the 
exergue  (Exergue:  An  area  on  the 
lower  portion  of  many  medals  be- 
neath a horizontal  line  that  sepa- 
rates it  from  the  principal  design  of 
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Kornjudenmedaille  “Grain  Jew’’  Medal  of  Woman  and  Grain  Peddler  by  Johann  Chris- 
tian Reich,  Germany,  1772,  Struck  pewter  or  similar,  38  mm.  Ref:  Kirschner-28  (vari- 
ant); JM-118  ; Brettauer-1905.  Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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the  medal  and  which  usually  con- 
tains lettering  or  symbols  related 
to  the  subject  of  the  medal),  and 
translated  as  “He  That  Withholdeth 
Grain,  the  People  Shall  Curse  Him: 
but  Blessing  Shall  Be  upon  the 
Head  of  Him  That  Selleth  it.” 

Almost  a century  later,  between 
1770  and  1772,  there  was  another 
period  of  famine  and  high  inflation 
in  Germany,  in  which  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  in  Bohemia 
and  Saxony  starved  to  death.  Again 
the  Jews  were  blamed  and  corre- 
sponding medals  were  issued,  those 
now  produced  largely  by  Johann 
Christian  Reich.  Like  Wermuth, 
Reich  also  made  several  varieties  of 
such  KORNJUDE  medals,  often  in 
base  metals  and  no  less  virulently 
anti-Semitic  than  those  of  Wermuth. 

One  of  which,  struck  in  1772,  is 
shown  above.  On  the  obverse  we 
see  a small  figure  of  a housewife 
with  raised  arms  imploring  grain 


from  a larger,  heavy  Jewish  grain 
peddler.  The  peddler  is  carrying  the 
obligatory  sack  of  grain  on  which 
rides  the  figure  of  the  devil,  cutting 
a hole  in  the  sack,  causing  grain 
to  spill  on  the  ground.  The  reverse 
shows  the  usual  grain  sifter  with  a 
legend  from  Proverbs  11.26. 

Though  working  about  80  years 
later,  Reich  produced  medals  with 
iconography  similar  to  that  pro- 
duced by  Wermuth,  apparently  ap- 
pealing to  the  same  audiences  and 
customers. 

Reich  produced  more  such  med- 
als or  jetons  (a  jeton  is  a token  or 
small,  coin-like  medal)  with  the 
same  basic  theme,  one  of  which  is 
shown  on  next  page.  As  with  others 
of  this  period,  on  this  medal  a Jew- 
ish grain  peddler  is  seen,  carrying 
on  his  back  a sack  spilling  grain 
on  the  ground.  On  the  sack  sits  a 
homed,  goat-like  devil.  The  ped- 
dler is  walking  toward  the  jaws  of  a 
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Corn  Jew  - Expensive  Time  by  Johann  Christian  Reich,  Germany,  1772,  pewter  (?)  jeton, 
29  mm.  Ref:  Brettauer-1908;  Friedenberg  120;  Kirschner-24,  variant. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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toothed,  alligator-like  monster,  rep- 
resenting hell.  The  legend  reads  in 
German,  AKORNIUD  VER  ZWE- 
IFEL  UND  GEH  ZUM  (with  the 
words  disappearing  into  the  mouth 
of  a monster/hell).  The  meaning  is 
interpreted  as:  “Grain  Jew:  Despair 
and  Go  to  Hell.”  (Geh  zum  Teufel 
is  a common  German  expression 
that  amounts  to  “go  to  hell.”)  The 
word  “Teufel”  is  not  shown  but 
is  suggested  by  the  image  of  the 
mouth  of  hell  (in  the  form  of  a re- 
bus) and  its  rhyme  with  “Zweifel.” 
(A  rebus  is  an  allusional  device  that 
uses  pictures  to  represent  words  or 
parts  of  words). 

The  exergue  below  reads 
THEUREZEIT  1772  (“Expensive 
Time  1772”).  On  the  reverse  is  a 
horizontal  grain  sifter  with  an  in- 
scription translated  as:  “Fear  God” 
and  the  same  biblical  saying  as  on 
the  others  of  this  type  of  medal. 

Over  the  years  still  more  vari- 


ants of  the  obverses  and  reverses  of 

i 

Du  Korn  Jude  medals  were  struck, 
the  particular  devices  and  inscrip- 
tions dependent  upon  whether  graip 
crops  were  plentiful  or  scarce. 

In  years  of  famine,  such  as  in 
1694  and  1772,  the  reverse  inscrip- 
tion implied  that  the  Jews  were 
hoarding  grain  (see  above).  In  other 
years,  such  as  in  1695,  when  grain 
was  plentiful,  Korn  Jude  medals 
were  modified  in  order  to  continue 
the  calumny  against  the  Jews  even 
in  times  when  there  was  an  abun- 
dant harvest  and  grain  was  less 
expensive. 

In  these  cases,  on  the  obverse, 
instead  of  Famine  Time  the  medal 
was  now  stamped  in  German  Inex- 
pensive Time. 

A gruesome  Inexpensive  Time 
medal  was  struck  in  1695.  On  the 
obverse  is  a scene  showing  in  the 
background  a rich  cornfield  and 
bam  with  a nesting  stork  on  the 
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Hanging  Korn  Jude  (Inexpensive  Time)  medal  by  Christian  Wermuth:  Germany,  1695. 
Silver  struck  medal,  34  mm.  Ref:  Friedenberg  p.  5;  Kirschner  25 

Image  courtesy  Busso  Peus  Nacht 
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roof.  In  the  foreground  is  a Jew 
hanging  from  a fruit-laden  tree, 
with  the  devil  securing  a rope 
around  his  neck.  On  the  bam  is 
inscribed  LUC  12,  referring  to  a 
chapter  in  Luke,  Chapter  12,  in 
which  Jesus  relates  the  Parable  of 
the  Rich  Fool:  “...There  was  a rich 
man  whose  land  produced  a boun- 
tiful harvest.  He  asked  himself, 
‘What  shall  I do,  for  I do  not  have 
space  to  store  my  harvest?’  And 
he  said,”  ‘This  is  what  I shall  do:  I 
shall  tear  down  my  bams  and  build 
larger  ones.  There  I shall  store  all 
my  grain  and  other  goods...’ 

In  the  exergue  is  inscribed: 
WO[H]LFEILEZEIT  (Inexpensive 
Time)  1695.  The  reverse  shows 
a grain  sifter,  with  the  inscription 
again  that  attacks  covetousness,  the 
exact  same  sentiment  and  iconogra- 
phy as  on  the  medal  issued  in  times 
of  famine,  the  first  medal  depicted 
in  this  article.  In  all  cases,  the 


medals  of  this  type  were  inscribed 
on  the  obverse  with  the  usual  DU 
KORN  IUDE  (You  Grain  Jew). 

Kirschner  suggests  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  medal  is  that  the  Jew  is 
wishing  for  a fruitful  harvest,  but 
that  the  grain  should  still  be  expen- 
sive so  he  could  make  exorbitant 
profits. 

Another  example  of  an  “Inex- 
pensive Time”  Kom  Jude  medal 
is  shown  on  the  next  page.  This 
piece,  stmck  in  1772-1773  shows 
a Jew  with  stacks  of  grain,  ignor- 
ing the  pleas  of  a woman.  The 
legend  (translated)  reads,  “Poverty 
Is  Weeping  While  the  Grain  Jew  Is 
Laughing.” 

The  reverse  shows  the  Jew  hang- 
ing from  a tree  with  a grain  harvest 
in  the  background,  the  legend, 
again  taken  from  Scripture  to  give 
it  more  impact,  reading  “Avarice  Is 
the  Root  of  All  Evil.” 

Several  variants  of  these  types 
of  medals  were  issued  during  the 
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Top:  Inexpensive  Time:  Hanging  Korn  Jude  Medal  by  unknown  medallist:  Germany,  1772-1773, 
Lead  cast  medal,  40  mm.  Ref:  Friedenberg  8;  Kirschner  no.  27,  p.  61.  Private  collection 

Above:  Komjude  Style  Naked  Jew  on  Grain  Bushel,  1923  by  [Friedrich  Wilhelm]  Fritz  Hom- 
lein;  Germany,  1923,  Aluminum  struck  medal,  38  mm  Ref:  Kirschner  30. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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period  of  the  late  1 7th  century  and 
early  1 8th  century.  Some  had  images 
similar  to  the  obverse  shown  in  this 
article’s  first  medal,  some  with  the 
hanging  Jew,  shown  at  top,  with  an 
abundance  of  grain,  implying  once 
again  that  the  Jew  is  benefitting 
from  the  plentiful  grain,  and  some 
with  variations  of  these  obverses 
but  shown  with  the  grain  sifter  on 
the  reverse. 


In  all  these  medals  the  principal 
figure  is  clearly  identified  as  DU 
KORN  JUDE. 

Although  these  medals  might  be 
viewed  as  ancient  history,  having 
been  made  centuries  ago,  inflam- 
matory medals  denigrating  Jews 
are  still  being  produced.  One  such 
medal,  issued  in  1923,  shown 
above,  and  reissued  as  recently  as 
1993  shows  on  the  obverse  a “fat” 
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Feather  Jew  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth  or  Johann  Reteke:  Germany,  c.1650,  silver 
struck  medal,  42x46  mm  (oval).  Ref:  Kirschner  Nr  13  (non  variant);  Friedenberg  11/12 
and  112  ; Brettauer  4765  & plate  23.  Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben- Arieh 
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man  sitting  on  a bushel  of  grain. 

As  the  legend  is  “Whether  Jew  or 
Christian  - a Scoundrel,”  one  can 
interpret  it  as  treating  Jews  and 
Christians  equally,  but  because  of 
the  history  of  these  types  of  med- 
als Kirschner  considers  this  to  be  a 
modem  Kom  Jude  medal.  The  re- 
verse legend  translates  as:  “In  Time 
of  Evil,  Without  a Doubt,  a Human 
Is  Often  the  Other  Devil.” 

Feather  Jew 
( Feder  Jude)  Medals 

Another  type  of  German  anti- 
Semitic  medal  is  the  so-called 
Feather  Jew  Medal  (F ederjudenme- 
daille).  Like  the  Kom  Jude  medals, 
the  Feather  Jew  medals  were  made 
at  different  times  and  had  slightly 
different  iconography.  One  such 
medal,  oval,  and  struck  in  silver 
about  1650,  is  shown  above.  The 
obverse  depicts  a hunched-over  Jew 


with  a feathered  cap  holding  a bag 
on  which  is  engraved  a Latin  legend 
translated  as  “Alien  Way  of  Life.” 

As  is  typical  with  these  types 
of  medals,  he  is  shown  carrying  a 
large  moneybag  on  his  back.  The 
Latin  inscription  below  is  translated 
as  “His  Own  Faults.”  The  reverse 
shows  an  image  of  a winged  Cupid 
on  a lion,  with  a Latin  legend  trans- 
lated as  “Love  Conquers  All.” 

Kirschner  and  Friedenberg 
interpret  the  symbolism  of  medal’s 
obverse  to  mean  (citing  Matthew  7) 
that  the  Jew  is  a Pharisee,  and  as  he 
judges  others,  so  shall  he  be  judged; 
and  on  the  reverse  (alluding  to  the 
Tale  of  Cupid/ Amor  and  Psyche), 
that  even  Jews  can  be  conquered  by 
love. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Kom  Jude 
medals,  several  variants  of  these 
Feather  Jew  medals  were  made, 
all  of  which,  through  imagery  and 
words,  were  designed  to  imply 
that  Jews  use  deceitful  measures 
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Feder  Jude  (Feather  Jew)  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth,  Germany,  c.1700.  Silver  struck 
medal,  43  mm,  Ref:  Kirschner  41/11;  Friedenberg  p.lll. 

Image  courtesy  Busso  Peus  Nacht 
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to  attain  public  offices.  The  medal 
shown  at  the  top  of  this  page  was 
engraved  by  Christian  Wermuth 
around  1700.  This  typical  example 
depicts  on  the  obverse  a merchant, 
wearing  a feathered  hat  and  boots, 
peering  into  a moneybag.  As  on  the 
previous  medal,  on  his  back  is  tied 
a large  sack  on  which  is  inscribed 
(translated)  “His  Own  Faults.” 

The  legend  around  is  written  in 
German,  translated  as  “I  Wear  the 
Feathers  Which  Everybody  Can 
See;  Another  Wears  Them  as  a 
Decoy.”  Again,  there  is  no  doubt 
whom  the  figure  represents,  as  the 
legend  below,  in  a mixture  of  Ger- 
man and  Latin,  is  inscribed  “Hey 
Thou  Feather  Jew,  Know  Thyself.” 
On  the  reverse,  the  legend  implies 
that  Jews  advance  their  careers  by 
being  a cuckold  (i.e.,  a husband 
with  an  adulterous  wife),  a some- 
what loose  translation  being:  “By 


Being  Cuckolded  Alone  [You  Will] 
Not  Be  Held  up  to  Ridicule,  for 
this  Is  Certainly  Most  True  That 
Many  People,  Through  Their  Homs 
[i.e.,  through  their  cuckolding],  and 
“According  to  the  Common  People, 
the  Wife  Allowed  the  Husband  to 
Rise  to  Public  Office.”  That  is,  the 
cheating  woman  puts  the  horns  on 
the  husband.  (The  word  SCOPTJCE 
on  the  reverse  may  be  translated  as: 
sarcastic,  derisive,  and  ironical). 

Another  variation  of  an  anti- 
Semitic  medal  of  the  “Feder  Jude” 
(Feather  Jew)  series,  made  in  Ger- 
many in  the  1 8th  century,  is  shown 
on  the  next  page. 

This  rare  version  shows  on  the 
obverse  a figure  riding  a deer  with  a 
German  inscription  around  it,  trans- 
lated as,  “I  Wear  Homs  So  That 
All  Can  See,  Another  Wears  Such 
(horns),  but  Is  Unaware  of  Doing 
so.”  The  Latin  inscription,  below 
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Above:  Feder  Jude  by  unidentified  medallist,  Germany,  c.1700.  White  metal,  struck 
medal,  40  mm.  See  also:  Friedenberg,  pp.9-12.  Image  courtesy  Kedem  Auction  House 

Below,  right:  Cuckold  or  Feather  Jew  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth,  Germany,  ca  1 700, 
struck  pewter  medal,  39mm.  Ref:  similar  to  Feill,  3431.  Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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the  deer,  also  alluding  to  cuckoldry, 
can  be  translated  as,  “Let  Him  Who 
Has  Made  Homs  Not  Refuse  to 
Wear  Homs”  (meaning:  “Let  the 
one  who  has  committed  adultery 
not  refuse  to  wear  the  symbol  of 
adultery  when  he  is  cuckolded  him- 
self.” The  reverse  inscription  is  the 
same  as  on  the  previous  medal. 

Still  another  “Cuckold  Medal” 
with  the  “Feather  Jew”  motif  is 
shown  at  right.  The  obverse  of  this 
one  depicts  a two-antlered  Jew  rid- 
ing a large  cock,  with  four  smaller 
roosters  in  the  background.  The 
German  legend  rim  reads  “Where 
No  One  Can  Become  Someone.” 

The  reverse  shows  an  ornately 
decorated  open  chest  a with  pair 

of  antlers,  the  legend  reading,  “DIE 
LADE  FVHRT  DIE  GROSTE  ZVNFFT 

AVF  ERDEN”  and  below  in  smaller 
letters  “VM  MANCHEN  1ST  ES  EWIG 
SCHADE”  (“The  Clouds  Drove  the 
Guild  off  the  Ground,  to  Some  it  Is 
a Shame  Forever.”  The  German  leg- 
end on  box  reads  “DAS  ER  KOMT/  IN 


DIE/  HAHNREY/LADE.” 

This  piece  closely  resembles  the 
previously  described  anti-Semitic, 
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Pietism  / Camel-Swallower  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth,  Germany,  1687,  Silver  struck 
medal,  42mm.  Ref:  Kirschner  4;  Friedenberg  12  and  109;  Feill  #3928  (p.186  & photos 
XIII).  Image  courtesy  Tradart 
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satirical  “Feather  Jew”  medals, 
all  of  which  played  on  the  alleged 
sexual  activities  and  financial  prow- 
ess Jews  used  to  achieve  power  and 
money. 

The  feathers  shown  in  these  Feder 
Jude  medals  substitute  for  horns 
depicted  on  Jews  in  other  works  of 
“art.”  Both  of  them  imply  cuckold- 
ing and  likely  serve  as  a double 
entendre  for  the  horns  of  lechery 
and  horns  of  the  devil. 

Daniel  Friedenberg  describes 
another  medal,  made  by  Christian 
Wermuth  around  1700,  titled  “False 
Integrity  of  Jews,  Bad  Priests  and 
Tricky  Lawyers,”  which  seemed  to 
be  designed  to  provide  a general 
insult  to  Jews  as  well  as  to  Catho- 
lics. This  type  of  medal  shows  a 
wolf  and  a fox  in  open  country, 
with  sheep  in  the  background.  The 
reverse  has  a German  inscription 
translated  as  “He  Who  Trusts  a 
Wolf  in  the  Woodland,  a Jew  by  His 


Oath  and  a Bad  Priest  and  Tricky 
Lawyer  by  Their  Consciences,  Will 
Be  Bitten  by  All  Four.” 

One  more  piece  made  by  Wer- 
muth that  may  be  mentioned  here 
also  appears  to  be  designed  to 
denigrate  those  who  do  not  fol- 
low the  predominant  Lutheran- 
ism of  Germany,  in  this  case  Jews 
and  Muslims.  It  is  the  so-called 
Camel-Swallower  or  Pietism  medal. 
(Pietism  was  a movement  within 
Lutheranism  that  began  in  the  late 
17th  century  and  ultimately  influ- 
enced Protestantism  and  Anabap- 
tism,  as  well  as  the  Methodist  and 
Brethren  movements.) 

This  medal,  shown  above,  shows 
on  the  obverse  an  “African”  dwarf 
swallowing  a camel  while  gnats 
swarm  about,  the  German  legend 
translated  as  “Catcher  of  Gnats  and 
Camel  Swallower,”  referring  to  pas- 
sages from  Matthew  24  in  the  New 
Testament  which  read,  in  part: 

“Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and 
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Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for  ye  tithe 
mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  and 
have  left  undone  the  weightier  mat- 
ters of  the  law,  justice,  and  mercy, 
and  faith:  but  these  ye  ought  to 
have  done,  and  not  to  have  left  the 
other  undone.  Ye  blind  guides,  who 
strain  out  the  gnat,  and  swallow  the 
camel!” 

The  reverse  depicts  a Jew  draped 
in  a prayer  shawl,  the  German 
legend  reading  “The  Pharisee  Risen 
from  Death.” 

The  Pharisees  were  a social 
movement  and  school  of  thought 
that  arose  in  the  Holy  Land  during 
the  Hasmonean  dynasty  (140  to  37 
BCE)  in  the  wake  of  the  Maccabean 
Revolt. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Sec- 
ond Temple  in  70  CE,  Pharisaic 
beliefs  became  the  liturgical  and 
ritualistic  basis  for  modem  Rab- 
binic Judaism. 

Below  the  figure  of  the  Jew  is 
stamped  “Matth: XXIII.”,  a refer- 
ence again  to  Matthew  “Woe  unto 
you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypo- 
crites! for  ye  compass  sea  and  land 
to  make  one  “proselyte;  and  when 
he  is  become  so,  ye  make  him 
twofold  more  a son  of  hell  than 
yourselves...  because  ye  shut  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  against  men:  for 
ye  enter  not  in  yourselves,  neither 
suffer  ye  them  that  are  entering  in 
to  enter...  for  ye  devour  widows’ 
houses,  even  while  for  a pretense 
ye  make  long  prayers:  therefore  ye 
shall  receive  greater  condemna- 


By  alluding  to  Jews,  Muslims 
(depiction  of  a camel)  and  native 
Africans,  and  by  referencing  those 
passages  in  the  New  Testament,  this 
medal  not  only  serves  as  an  insult 
to  these  groups  but  also  may  sug- 
gest that  they  are  ripe  targets  for 
conversion  to  Christianity. 

Daniel  Friedenberg  observes 
that  this  medal  may  have 
had  some  official  status  as  the  rim 
is  often  stamped  CFP,  standing  for 
Cum  Friderici  Privilegio  or  With 
Frederick’s  Permission , referring  to 
Frederick  II  of  Saxony  and  Thru- 
ingia,  who  was  Wermuth’s  ruler  at 
that  time. 

Alex  Ben-Ariah  notes  that  Wer- 
muth  may  be  mocking  the  events  of 
recent  history  in  his  time:  the  Mus- 
lim Ottoman  Empire  was  favorably 
disposed  towards  the  Jews,  particu- 
larly since  the  Spanish  Inquisition 
of  1492  in  which  both  Muslims  and 
Jews  were  expelled  from  Spain. 

In  1683,  four  years  prior  to  this 
medal’s  striking,  the  then  mighty 
Ottoman  Empire  lost  a key  military 
campaign  at  the  Battle  of  Vienna  to 
the  combined  Holy  Roman  Em- 
pire, Hapsburg,  German  and  Polish 
forces,  which  eventually  led  to  its 
withdrawal  from  most  of  Europe. 

SATIRICAL,  ANTI-SEMITIC 
MEDALS  RELATED 
TO  ECONOMICS 

In  the  course  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
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Jewish  moneylenders  portrayed  in  a Spanish  manuscript  from  the 
late  1200s.  From  dancutlermedicalart.com 
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the  power  structure  in  Europe  grad- 
ually ousted  Jews  from  the  fields  of 
trade,  crafts  and  agriculture,  forcing 
them  to  serve  as  bankers  and  tax 
collectors  for  the  nobility.  Also, 
since  the  church  forbade  Christians 
to  lend  money  at  interest,  some 
Jews  became  money  lenders,  one 
of  the  few  occupations  left  open  to 
them. 

Because  Jews  were  required  by 
law  to  pay  exorbitantly  high  taxes 
to  the  aristocracy,  the  Jewish  mon- 
eylenders were  allowed  to  charge 
high  rates  of  interest.  Thus,  the 
wrath  of  the  debtors  was  aimed  at 
the  Jews,  rather  than  against  the 
ruling  classes.  Jews  were,  therefore, 
often  looked  upon  disparagingly, 
and  one  of  the  common  charges 
levied  against  them  relate  to  their 
association  with  money  lending, 
commerce  and  banking. 


An  example  of  a page  from  a 
manuscript,  published  in  the  13th 
century,  portraying  an  encounter 
between  a loan  seeker  and  a Jewish 
money  lender  is  shown  above. 

Several  medals  were  also  issued 
to  vilify  Jews  engaged  in  other 
financial  occupations.  Examples  of 
such  medals  follow. 

In  the  late  seventeenth  century  the 
Austrian  emperors  began  a cam- 
paign to  remove  the  Ottoman  Turks 
from  Central  Europe.  Budapest  fell 
to  Leopold  I in  1686.  The  Jews, 
who  had  found  refuge  among  the 
Muslim  Ottoman  Empire  sided  with 
the  Turks  in  defense  of  Budapest 
(known  in  those  days  as  “Ofen,” 
referred  to  on  the  medal),  and  when 
the  city  fell,  the  victorious  Austri- 
ans commemorated  their  victory  by 
issuing  a medal  suggesting  how  the 
vanquished  Turks  and  Jews  benefit- 
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Jews  and  Turks  Defend  Budapest  (Tiirkenkrieg  medaille)  by  Martin  Brunner:  Austria, 
1686.  Copper  struck  medal,  42  mm,  Ref:  Kirschner  31,  Freidenberg  18  and  108/109. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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ted  financially  from  the  war. 

The  medal  shown  above  depicts 
on  the  obverse  Turkish  and  Jew- 
ish figures  around  a furnace  melt- 
ing metal,  with  the  Turk  holding 
tongs  and  the  Jew  holding  bellows. 
Ingots  appear  at  the  bottom  of  the 
furnace.  The  legend  around  trans- 
lates as  “Who  Mints  Money  for 
Peace  Now  That  the  Turk  and  Jew 
Are  Tired  of  War?” 

The  reverse  legend  reads  “Ofen 
Belongs  to  Leopold.  Luck  Has 
Been  Against  Mohammed.  He 
Loses  the  City  of  Ofen  with  All  its 
Gold,  Which  Was  Destined  to  Be 
Used  for  the  Purchase  of  Peace.” 

Along  the  rim  is  written,  “By  this 
Battle  the  Turkish  Empire  Nears  its 
End.” 

This  medal  expresses  scorn  for 
both  the  Jews  and  Turks  by  suggest- 
ing that  they  not  only  had  profited 
from  the  war  but  also  failed  to  bribe 
their  attackers  and  thereby  buy 


peace  (a  method  used  frequently 
in  those  times).  It  is  typical  of  the 
anti-Semitic  medals  relating  to  eco- 
nomics in  that  it  alludes  to  the  libel 
of  Jews  making  money  from  tragic 
events. 

Unlike  the  medals  made  in  Ger- 
many, this  is  the  only  Austrian 
anti-Semitic  medal  from  the  period 
of  the  Renaissance  until  the  era  of 
Napoleon.  It  may  be  added  that 
after  this  conquest,  the  Ottoman 
Empire  retreated  from  mainland 
Europe  while  the  Jews  were  driven 
out  of  the  city  and  were  not  permit- 
ted to  return  for  almost  a century 
(Ben-Arieh). 

Another  medal  issued  to  denigrate 
the  role  of  Jews  in  finance  is  shown 
above.  It  was  designed  to  celebrate 
the  mistreatment  of  one  particular 
Jew,  Joseph  Suskind  Oppenheimer 
(1698  to  1738). 

Oppenheimer,  called  “the  Jew 
Suess,”  was  a Jewish  banker,  fi- 
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Jud  Joseph  Sits  in  Birdhouse  (“Vogelhaus”).  Unknown  medallist:  Germany,  1738,  white 
metal/pewter  struck  medal,  38  mm.  Ref:  Fieweger  392;  Kirschner  15;  Friedenberg  115. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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nancial  planner  and  finance  min- 
ister for  Duke  Karl  Alexander  of 
Wurtemberg.  In  the  course  of  his 
career,  Oppenheimer  incurred  many 
enemies,  and  when  Karl  Alexander 
died  in  1737,  Oppenheimer  was 
charged,  imprisoned  and  hanged. 
His  body  was  subsequently  thrown 
into  a bird  cage  where  it  hung  for 
six  years. 

The  medal  shows  on  the  obverse 
a bust  of  Oppenheimer,  labeled 
“Jew  Joseph  Suess  Oppenheimer.” 
On  the  reverse  is  depicted  the  “Jew 
Suess”  enclosed  within  a hanging 
birdcage  suspended  from  gallows 
with  birds  flying  around,  the  in- 
scription reading,  “From  this  Bird- 
cage the  Rascal  Suess  Looks  Out.” 

The  public  joy  associated  with 
Oppenheimer  being  brought  to  “jus- 
tice” was  so  great  that  several  other 
medals  related  to  this  event  were 
issued  at  about  the  same  time. 

Another  medal,  not  shown  here, 


depicts  on  the  obverse  a bust  of 
Oppenheimer,  similar  to  that  above. 
On  the  reverse  are  two  portrayals 
of  Oppenheimer ’s  life.  On  the  top 
section  he  is  shown  being  drawn 
gloriously  on  an  elegant  four-horse 
chariot,  while  on  the  section  below, 
he  is  being  carted  off  to  his  death 
unceremoniously  on  a horse-drawn 
wagon. 

Another  medal  was  a box  or 
screw  medal,  containing  nineteen 
miniature  pictures,  which  were 
hand-painted  on  parchment  or  tiny 
copper  plates,  of  the  life  and  death 
of  Joseph  Oppenheimer,  shown  on 
following  page. 

These  screw  medals  were  so  pop- 
ular that  they  continued  to  be  made 
up  to  the  19th  century  (Kirschner). 

A striking  feature  of  all  of  these 
medals  is  that  in  the  legend  Oppen- 
heimer is  not  identified  as  a banker 
or  finance  minister,  but  as  a Jew 
(IUD.IOSEPH.SUS  OPPENHEIMER), 
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Pictures  Contained  in  Screw  Medal  of  Jud  Joseph  Siis  Oppenheimer 
The  top  and  bottom  of  this  box  or  screw  medal  are  similar  to  those  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  of  the  medal  shown  on  the  previously  pictured  medal.  The  screw  medal  contains 
19  tiny  images  of  Sues  s’  romantic  life  and  his  trial  and  hanging.  Ref:  Friedenberg,  p.  20. 

Image  courtesy  Tradart 
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making  his  religious  affiliation, 
rather  than  his  occupation,  the  ma- 
jor point  of  his  character. 

The  historical  figure  of  Joseph 
Suess  Oppenheimer  was  deemed  so 
important  that  in  1940,  at  the  behest 
of  Joseph  Goebbels,  the  Nazis  pro- 
duced a propaganda  film  “Suss  the 
Jew,”  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  anti-Semitic  films  of  all  time. 
The  film  ends  showing  Suess  being 
hanged  in  a cage  similar  to  that 
depicted  in  the  medal. 

Interestingly,  Oppenheimer,  who 
virtually  ceased  to  acknowledge 
being  a Jew  during  the  period  of 
his  prosperity,  returned  to  strict 
orthodoxy  during  his  imprisonment 
and  refused  to  become  baptized  in 
return  for  a reprieve.  Medals  related 
to  conversion  and  baptism  is  con- 
sidered in  the  next  section. 


MEDALS  RELATED 
TO  RELIGION 

Blood  Libel  Medals.  “Blood 
Libels”  are  a group  of  slanders 
against  the  Jews  which  have  as 
its  origins  passages  from  the  New 
Testament  of  the  Bible.  (For  more 
on  the  religious  origin  of  this  term, 
see  below). 

Besides  holding  Jews  responsible 
for  such  global  calamities  as  famine 
and  plague,  it  was  not  unusual  to 
blame  them  for  defilement  of  Chris- 
tian religious  objects,  such  as  the 
consecrated  wafers  used  ritually  in 
the  Catholic  Mass  (the  Host).  The 
accusation  and  murder  of  Jews  by 
burning  them  alive  for  the  alleged 
desecration  of  the  Host  have  been 
promoted  in  several  forms  of  art, 
some  of  which  go  back  to  medieval 
times.  (See  above). 
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Burning  of  Jews  for  the  Supposed 
Desecration  of  Sacramental  Wafers 
in  Deggendorf  Bavaria,  1492. 
Woodcut  by  Hartmann  Schedel  for 
the  Nuremberg  Chronicle,  known  as 
Schedelsche  Weltchronik,  published 
in  1493.  Wikipedia 
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In  1837  a medal  was  issued 
that  celebrated  an  anniversary 
of  a similar  supposed  desecra- 
tion of  the  Host  by  Jews,  in  this 
case  one  that  was  said  to  have 
occurred  500  years  earlier  in 
Deggendorf,  Germany. 

As  the  story  goes,  in  1337 
Jewish  guests  at  a Christian 
gathering  were  accused  of  steal- 
ing and  attempting  to  destroy 
the  Hosts  by  placing  them  in  a 
bag  of  poison  and  sinking  them 
into  the  local  well,  an  act  re- 
sulting in  the  death  of  several 
townsfolk.  The  consecrated 
wafers  were  retrieved  from  the 
well,  placed  in  a chalice  in  the 
church,  and  in  the  ensuing  an- 
ger, the  Jewish  community  was 
slaughtered. 

Five  hundred  years  later,  a 
medal  was  distributed  memori- 
alizing the  event.  Pilgrimages 
to  the  Deggendorf  church  con- 
tinued until  the  ritual  was  abol- 
ished in  1 992. 


Deggendorf  Church  Host  Desecration: 
500th  Anniversary  by  unknown  artist, 
Germany,  1837,  Pewter  struck  medal, 

44  mm.  The  legend  on  the  obverse  may 
be  translated  as  “In  Memory  of  the  500 
Year  Anniversary  of  the  Healing  in  Grave 
Church,  Deggendorf  1837.  ” The  reverse 
depicts  a candelabric  image  of  a Church 
altar  with  a German  legend  around  read- 
ing, “Tomb  of  Christ  Deggendorf  Branch 
Church  of  Healing  1837.  ” Kirshner,  3. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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450th  Anniversary  of  the  Desecration  of  the  Host,  unknown  artist,  Belgium,  1820.  Struck  brass,  32 
mm,  Ref:  Kirshner,  p.31  (variant);  Friedenberg p.20.  Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 


Continued 

A related  charge  of  the  abuse  of 
the  Host,  this  one  made  against  the 
Jews  of  Brussels  in  the  14th  centu- 
ry, was  memorialized  in  1 820,  some 
450  years  later,  by  the  issuance  of  a 
medal  shown  above. 

In  1370  a group  of  Jews  from 
Enghien,  Belgium,  were  accused  of 
stealing  and  desecrating  the  Host. 
Angry  mobs  killed  hundreds  of 
Jews  in  Brussels,  many  of  whom 
were  burned  alive,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  Jews  were  banished 
from  Belgium  altogether. 

The  event  was  known  locally  as 
the  miracle  of  St.  Gudule  and  was 
memorialized  by  an  annual  festival. 
The  festival  that  took  place  in  1 820, 
the  450th  anniversary  of  the  alleged 
desecration,  was  especially  great, 
lasting  eight  days,  and  was  com- 
memorated by  the  issuance  of  this 
medal. 

The  medal  shown  above  is  a vari- 
ant of  one  published  by  Kirschner 


where  the  medal’s  reverse  more 
explicitly  states  in  the  legend 
(translated  from  the  French),  “Ju- 
bilee 1 820  in  Reparation  for  the 
Outrages  of  the  Holy  Hosts  in  the 
Year  1370.” 

It  is  of  interest  that  in  1 870,  while 
preparing  for  the  next  festival,  a 
series  of  publications  exposed  inac- 
curacies and  falsifications  in  the 
sources  upon  which  the  blood  libel 
took  place,  causing  Pope  Pius  IX  to 
stop  the  commemoration  of  these 
festivals  (Ben-Arieh). 

Concurrent  with  this,  a different 
type  of  medal  was  issued,  one  that 
may  be  viewed  as  philo-Semitic. 
This  medal  was  also  made  in 
Belgium,  which  at  that  time  had 
become  more  tolerant  toward  Jews 
(the  mayor  of  Brussels  was  Jew- 
ish). It  showed  on  the  obverse  two 
Jews  being  burned,  one  of  whom 
had  the  features  and  stance  of  Jesus 
on  the  Cross.  The  medal’s  reverse 
was  inscribed:  Ain  1370  Jews  were 
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taken  and  burned  live  at  Brussels 
under  the  pretext  of  having  pro- 
faned the  Host;  their  property  was 
confiscated  and  all  their  co-reli- 
gionists  proscribed.  It  is  the  500th 
year  of  a cruel  act  of  spoliation  and 
intolerance  that  the  priests  wished 
to  celebrate  in  great  pomp  this  year. 
Popular  sentiment  has  repulsed  it 
with  energetic  indignation.  (Frie- 
denberg,  p.  22) 

Converting  Jews 
to  Christianity 

Efforts  to  convert  Jews  to  Chris- 
tianity began  soon  after  the  formal 
establishment  of  this  religion  and 
continue  to  this  day. 

Throughout  the  seventh  century, 
Jews  were  flogged,  executed,  had 
their  property  confiscated,  forbid- 
den to  trade  and  forcibly  baptized 
(such  converted  Jews  were  later 
called  conversos).  This  reached  a 
peak  during  the  Christian  Inquisi- 
tions in  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the 
15th  and  16th  centuries.  Then,  as 
in  more  recent  periods,  many  Jews 
were  suspected  of  not  truly  con- 
verting to  Christianity  (these  secret 
Jews  were  called  marranos,  a term 
of  abuse  derived  from  the  Spanish 
word  for  “swine”)  but  rather  were 
accused  of  still  adhering  to  their 
original  faith. 

These  individuals  were  dealt  with 
severely,  in  some  cases  by  burn- 
ing them  alive.  The  most  notorious 
individual  during  this  period  was 


Tomas  de  Torquemada  (1420  to  1498) 


the  Dominican  prior  and  Grand 
Inquisitor,  Tomas  de  Torquemada, 
who  in  the  15th  century  condemned 
thousands  of  conversos , men  and 
women,  to  their  death  for  secretly 
practicing  Judaism. 

Later,  in  1 8th  century  Italy,  Pope 
Pius  VI  published  an  Edict  on  the 
Jews,  which  led  directly  to  their 
forced  baptisms.  Even  more  re- 
cently, now  in  Britain,  it  is  said 
that  Benjamin  Disraeli,  bom  a Jew, 
could  never  have  become  Prime 
Minister  had  he  not  been  baptized, 
in  effect  “encouraging”  his  conver- 
sion (Johnson). 

The  issue  of  conversion  affected 
Jews  in  many  walks  of  life.  A case 
in  point  is  in  the  field  of  music. 
During  the  late  1 9th  century  and 
extending  into  the  20th  century, 
there  were  many  examples  of  Jews 
who,  by  desire  or  by  necessity  or 
coercion,  converted  to  Christianity. 
Felix  Mendelssohn  was  a convert. 
Johann  Straus,  founder  of  the  famous 
Viennese  musical  family,  was  a son  of 
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Useless  Baptism  Medal  or  “Taufmedaille  " by  Christian  Wermuth:  Germany,  ca.  1 700, 
bronze  (silvered)  struck  medal,  43mm  Ref:  Kirschner  2;  Friedenberg  13/14  and  113; 
Fieweger  76.  Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 
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a Baptized  Jewish  innkeeper.  Gustav 
Mahler,  in  order  to  be  appointed  head  of 
the  court  opera  in  Vienna  had  to  convert 
to  Catholicism.  Arnold  Schonberg  was 
bom  a Jew  but  raised  as  a Catholic.  The 
list  goes  on  (Johnson). 

Not  surprisingly,  medals  were  pro- 
duced that  relate  even  to  this  specific 
issue.  One  such  medal,  the  so-called  Use- 
less Baptism  Medal,  struck  about  1700 
and  shown  above,  relates  to  the  efforts  to 
convert  Jews  to  Christianity  and  suggests 
that  this  Baptism  was  insincere. 

As  may  be  seen,  on  the  medal’s 
obverse  a priest  with  a prayer  book  is 
pouring  water  on  the  head  of  a kneeling 
Jew  who  has  a millstone  around  his  neck; 
an  executioner  is  standing  behind  the  Jew 
about  to  push  him  into  the  water.  The 
legend  in  German  is  translated  as  “Thus 
He  Remains  Innocent.” 

The  reverse  legend  may  be  translated 
as  “Jew  rarely  becomes  a Christian  un- 
less he  has  done  something  wrong.  He 
does  it  only  for  the  money  to  avoid  seri- 


ous punishment,  for  if  he  would  steal  he 
would  be  punished  too  harshly.” 

On  the  rim  is  an  additional  engraving 
“When  the  mouse  eats  the  cat,  then  a Jew 
becomes  a true  Christian.”  As  Baptismal 
medals  are  often  given  to  the  family 
to  celebrate  this  event  in  the  Christian 
community,  this  medal,  also  called  the 
Mockery  Medal,  apparently  was  made  to 
mock  the  “false”  baptisms  of  Jews. 

A related  medal,  this  one  struck  to 
“honor”  Jews  who  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity, was  issued  in  1887,  and  shows 
on  the  obverse  a Star  of  David  with 
“Jehovah”  in  Hebrew  with  the  legends 
“Christ  in  You;  The  Hope  of  Glory;  Holy 
is  His  Name”  while  the  reverse  shows 
a Christian  cross  with  Hebrew  legends, 
translated  as  “Father  Glorify  Thy  Name.” 
A medal  that  is  just  tangentially  related 
to  the  conversion  of  Jews  is  that  by  the 
German  medallist  Karl  Goetz,  who  made 
a large  number  of  satirical  medals  in  the 
early  20th  century  (Kienest  1967). 

This  piece  appears  to  celebrate  the 
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At  right:  Conversion  medal, 
1887.  Bronze  struck  medal, 
semi-oval,  33  x 45mm. 

Image  courtesy 
William  Rosenblum 

Below,  right: German  U- 
Boats  in  America  by  Karl 
Goetz,  Germany,  1916, 
cast  iron  medal,  58  mm 
(Kienast  185) 

Image  courtesy 
Busso  Peus  Nacht 
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work  done  by  the  Reuters  News 
Agency  but  has  negative  over- 
tones. On  the  obverse  can  be 
seen  a telegraph  pole  with  a 
double  head  of  Jewish  carica- 
tures speaking  “Reuter  clamor” 
(referring  to  the  panic  reports 
by  the  English  news  agency.) 
The  reverse  shows  three  animat- 
ed men  discussing  the  issue  in 
front  of  an  American  flag,  with 
the  inscription  translated  as 
“Schemers  at  work.”  The  medal 
refers  to  the  purported  role  the 
Reuters  News  Agency  played 
in  spreading  false  information 
about  the  German  U-boats  used 
in  the  World  War.  This  news 
service  was  founded  by  Paul 
Julius  Reuter. 

Reuter,  whose  father  was  a 
rabbi,  was  born  in  Germany  as 
Israel  Beer  Josaphat,  but  after 
moving  to  England,  like  a num- 
ber of  other  Jews  of  that  period, 
converted  to  Christianity  and 
changed  his  name  to  Reuter. 

A medal  related  to  Shabbatai 


Tzvi  is  another  piece  allud- 
ing to  the  forced  conversion  of 
Jews  to  a different  religion.  In 
this  case  the  medal,  which  is 
directed  toward  the  followers 
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of  the  Jewish-bom  Shabbatai 
Tvsi,  ridicules  his  conversion  to 
Islam.  This  satirical  medal  was 
issued  by  Christian  Wermuth  in 
1696,  twenty  years  after  Tvsi’s 
death. 

Shabbatai  Tzvi  (also  seen  as 
Sabbetai  Zevi  and  others)  (1626 
to  1676)  was  a Turkish-born 
Sephardic  Rabbi  who,  at  age 
22  in  1648,  started  declaring  to 
his  followers  that  he  was  the 
long-awaited  Jewish  Messiah. 

This  assertion  was  supported 
by  Nathan  of  Gaza,  who  de- 
clared Shabbatai  Tzvi  to  be  the 
Messiah,  and  is  based,  in  part, 
on  Tzvi’s  supposed  birth  date, 
which  according  to  Jewish  leg- 
end is  the  date  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  both  Temples  and  also 
the  date  ‘prescribed’  in  some 
traditions  for  the  birth  of  the 
Messiah.  He  apparently  suffered 
from  manic-depressive  illness, 
and  during  his  manic  phase  he 
had  “illuminations”  whereby  he 
believed  he  could  communicate 
with  God. 

As  history  has  shown  in  other 
cases,  many  religious  Jews  in- 
terpreted these  visions  as  evi- 
dence of  his  genuineness  as  the 
Messiah,  rather  than  the  acts  of 
lunacy. 

The  image  shown  on  this  page 
is  from  a manuscript  published 
in  1666,  the  year  Shabbatai 
Tzvi  converted  to  Islam.  On 
the  upper  panel,  an  image  of 


Shabbatai  Tzvi  Enthroned ; a page  from 
the  Jewish  publication  Tikkun  depicting 
Shabbatai  Tzvi  crowned  as  the  messiah. 
Amsterdam,  1666. 

Library  of  Congress 

Shabbatai  Tzvi  is  seen  seated 
on  a throne,  holding  a scepter. 
Four  cherubs  support  aloft  a 
large  crown  marked  in  Hebrew 
“The  Crown  of  Tzvi.” 

The  throne  is  guarded  by  12 
Lions  of  Judah,  surrounded  by 
eight  worshipful  disciples.  On 
the  steps  leading  to  the  throne  is 
inscribed  “In  Those  Days  and  at 
this  Time,  I Will  Cause  a Shoot 
of  Righteousness  to  Grow  up 
unto  David;  and  He  Shall  Ex- 
ecute Justice  and  Righteousness 
in  the  Land”  ( Jeremiah , 33:15). 
Below  the  steps,  in  large  He- 
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brew  letters  is  written  “Tikkun” 
(a  prayer  book  of  daily  readings 
and  the  source  of  publication  of 
the  image). 

In  the  lower  panel,  a larger- 
than-life  Shabbatai  Tzvi  is  por- 
trayed seated  at  a round  table 
with  12  apostles,  behind  whom 
is  a crowd  of  his  followers. 

The  Hebrew  words  below  read, 
“Messiah  the  Son  of  David  Has 
Come.” 

The  reference  to  David  al- 
ludes to  the  prophesy  that  the 
Messiah  will  be  a descendent  of 
the  biblical  King  David  (in  this 
case  suggesting  it  is  Shabbatai 
Tzvi). 

During  this  period  Jews  were 
particularly  receptive  to  the 
coming  of  a Jewish  Messiah  as 
the  persecutions  and  expulsions 
of  the  Jews  in  the  15th  century 
during  the  Spanish  Inquisition 
were  still  fresh  in  their  memo- 
ries. 

Also  during  this  same  period 
Jews  were  being  persecuted  in 
Russia,  which  had  a long  histo- 
ry of  anti-Jewish  oppression.  In 
1479  Russia  evicted  Jews  from 
their  territory  and  prevented 
them  from  immigrating  there. 

Later,  during  the  lifetime  of 
Shabbatai  Tzvi,  in  1648-1649, 
there  was  an  especially  noto- 
rious pogrom  in  the  Ukraine 
where  tens  of  thousands  of  Jews 
were  barbarously  murdered; 
only  those  who  converted  to  the 
Russian  Orthodox  faith  were 


allowed  to  survive  (Dubnow 

2000). 

It  was  against  this  back- 
ground that  Shabbatai  Tzvi 
rose  to  prominence,  as  the  Jews 
were  ripe  for  the  coming  of  a 
Messiah.  Shabbatai  traveled 
throughout  Europe  and  gained 
a wide  following.  However, 
because  he  was  developing  such 
a large  number  of  adherents 
and  was  creating  a danger  to 
the  establishment,  the  Ottoman 
Sultan  Mehmed  IV  gave  Shab- 
batai Tzvi  and  his  followers  the 
choice  of  death  or  conversion  to 
Islam. 

He  chose  the  latter  and  at  the 
age  of  40,  Shabbatai  Tzvi  con- 
verted to  Islam  along  with  many 
of  his  disciples.  As  a result  of 
his  conversion  and  for  being 
revealed  as  a false  Messiah,  his 
name  became  disdained  in  the 
Jewish  community.  Muslims 
and  Christians  joined  in  ridicul- 
ing him  and  his  followers.  (For 
more  on  Shabbatai  Tzvi,  see 
Abramson  2012). 

There  is  an  interesting  medal, 
shown  on  next  page,  with  a 
number  of  somewhat  obscure 
allusions,  employing  both  bibli- 
cal themes  and  the  writings  of 
ancient  Roman  poets  to  convey 
its  message.  Some  refer  indi- 
rectly to  Shabbatai  Tzvi. 

On  the  obverse  can  be  seen  a 
mountain  being  struck  by  light- 
ing and  which  is  surrounded  by 
ominous  looking,  fantastical 
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Shabbatai  Tzvi  Medal  by  Christian  Wermuth,  Germany,  1696,  Bronze  struck  medal, 
43mm.  Ref:  Kirschner  32;  Feille  3429  and  plate  XI;  Friedenberg  pp.  77/78  and  139. 

Image  courtesy  Alex  Ben-Arieh 


Continued 

creatures,  including  snakes,  a 
lion  and  other  beasts. 

Inscribed  on  the  mountain 
is  “MONTES  ESAV”  (Mount 
Esau)  and  on  the  lower  part 
a citation  from  the  books  of 
Zachariah  and  Obadiah.  To 
the  right  is  an  alchemist  strik- 
ing an  anvil  over  a furnace. 

The  legend  in  Latin  reads  “ Six 
Days  of  Labor,  Worse  Times," 
a sentiment  that  is  contrasted 
on  the  reverse  by  “Sabbath,  the 
Seventh  Day,  Better  Times.” 

The  Latin  inscription  around  is 
translated  as  “ The  State  of  the 
Church  Today  Is  Most  Flourish- 
ing" The  exergue  below  reads 
CARDIE  ET  SPINIS  FLORET 
/ PALIURUS  ACUTIS.  Ralph 
Rosen  points  out  that  this  is 
a near  transcription  of  Virgil 
Eclogues  5.39  (in  the  context  of 
the  death  of  Daphnis),  which  is: 
CARDUUS  ET  SPINIS  SUR- 


GIT  PALIURUS  ACUTIS  (... 
the  Thistle  and  the  Thorn  with 
its  Sharp  Spikes  Rises  up). 

This  refers  to  a plant  some- 
times called  by  Christians  the 
“thorn  of  Christ”  or  “Jerusalem 
thorn.”  On  the  medal,  Wermuth 
changes  SURGIT  (rises  up)  to 
FLORIT  (blooms). 

On  the  reverse  of  this  medal 
is  a mountain  on  which  stands  a 
lamb  with  a banner  (represent- 
ing Shabbatai  Tzvi),  while  a 
dove,  holding  an  olive  branch, 
flies  overhead.  Rays  of  light 
from  the  sun  shine  from  above 
and  herds  of  sheep  (represent- 
ing his  followers)  stand  around 
the  base  of  the  mountain. 
Around  is  the  legend  SABBA- 
TISMVS  POPVLO  DEI  RE- 
LICTVS.  HEBR.IV.9  (a  Latin 
translation  of  Hebrews  4.9, 
meaning  “ Sabbath  rest  for  the 
people  of  God").  The  Latin  leg- 
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end  in  the  exergue  reads:  AS- 
PICE  VENTURO  LATENTUR 
UT  OMIA  SECLO. 

Rosen  points  out  that  this  is  a 
slightly  mistranscribed  version 
of  Virgil  Eclogues  4.52 , which 
should  read  in  the  Latin:  AS- 
PICE,  VENTURO  LAETEN- 
TUR  UT  OMNIA  SAECLO 
(See  How  Everything  Rejoices 
in  the  Age  That  Is  about  to 
Come.) 

Other  legends  read  “ Shabat 
(Sabbath),  the  Seventh  Day  Bet- 
ter Times ” and  “ Shabat  Trea- 
sure Chest  Still  Kept  Back  from 
God’s  People .” 

The  various  legends  allude 
indirectly  to  Shabbatai  Tzvi, 
using  biblical  quotations  refer- 


ring to  the  Sabbath  in  mockery 
of  the  name  Shabbatai,  a type  of 
contrivance  Wermuth  has  used 
with  other  of  his  anti-Semitic 
medals. 

Given  Wermuth ’s  other  related 
works,  another  possible  reason 
for  this  medal’s  creation  may 
have  to  do  with  the  Ottoman 
Empire’s  decline  at  the  hands 
of  Christian  Europe  at  this  time. 
With  his  references  to  passages 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
on  this  medal,  Wermuth  may 
have  interpreted  religious  mean- 
ings for  the  Ottoman  decline 
(Ben-Arieh).  nu 

END  PART  I of  this  multi-part 
feature  story  by  Benjamin  Weiss. 
Read  more  in  upcoming  issues  of 
The  Shekel! 
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Should  this 


Electronic 


Be  in  the  JewisH'American 

HALL  OF  FAME? 

BY  MEL  WACKS 


s Director  of  the  Jewish- 
American  Hall  of  Fame,  one 
of  my  duties  is  to  vet  our  prospec- 
tive honorees  — to  make  sure  that 
they  are  both  Jewish  and  American. 

It  would  seem  that  Charles  Prote- 
us Steinmetz  would  be  a no  brainer. 
After  all,  Wikipedia  indicates  that 
“was  bom  on  April  9,  1 865  as  Karl 
August  Rudolph  Steinmetz  into  a 
Jewish  family  in  Breslau,  Province 


of  Silesia,”  and  he  has  an  entry  in 
the  1971  edition  of  the  Encyclopae- 
dia Judaica. 

But  when  I tried  to  find  some- 
thing “Jewish”  about  Steinmetz, 
pickings  were  very  thin.  Here’s  all 
that  I found: 

“Among  The  things  he  had  to 
play  with  were  some  wooden  build- 
ing blocks. 
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An  April  23,  1921  photograph  of  Albert  Einstein,  center  left,  with  Charles  Proteus 
Steinmetz,  center  right,  during  a tour  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America  wireless 
telegraph  office  in  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  along  with  leading  RCA  scientist  and  officers 
as  well  as  engineers  and  scientists  from  the  General  Electric  Company,  American 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  and  the  Western  Electric  Company. 


Continued 

His  grandmother,  who  was  rather 
religious-minded,  told  him  about 
King  Solomon’s  temple.  So  one 
day  he  carefully  gathered  all  the 
information  he  could  about  this 
structure  and  set  about  making  one 
for  himself. 

“When  it  was  done,  evening  had 
come  and  the  interior  of  the  temple 
was  quite  dark.  This  didn’t  agree 
with  little  Karl’s  Ideas  of  ancient 
magnificence  so  he  ran  into  the 
kitchen  and  got  a candle,  which  he 
lighted  and  placed  in  the  temple’s 
main  hall.  The  Light  streamed  out 
through  the  windows  and  he  felt 
that  at  last  he  had  made  a satisfacto- 
ry residence  for  the  God  of  Israel.” 

( The  Life  of  Charles  Proteus  Stein- 


metz by  Jonathan  Norton  Leonard, 
Doubleday,  Doran  & Co.,  Garden 
City,  NY,  1929.) 

Steinmetz ’s  grandmother’s 
maiden  name  was  seemingly  Jewish 
- Gawenski  - perhaps  derived  from 
the  shtetl  Gaveni  or  the  Gavya  river. 

And  there  is  another  tantalizing 
tidbit  from  Leonard’s  book:  “When 
five  years  old  [Steinmetz]  studied 
Latin  and  studied  it  desperately.  At 
seven  he  studied  Greek  and  some- 
times Hebrew.” 

What  Polish  kid  studies  Hebrew  - 
unless  he  is  Jewish? 

Here  is  another  perspective: 

“The  philosopher  Isiah  Berlin 
liked  telling  the  story  of  Charles 
Steinmetz  . . . walking  past  Temple 
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Charles  Proteus  Steinmetz  working  with  Thomas  Alva  Edison. 
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Emanu-El  on  Fifth  Avenue  with 
Otto  Kahn,  the  assimilated  Jewish 
financier. 

“Kahn  said,  ‘I  used  to  attend 
services  there.’  Steinmetz  replied,  ‘I  J 
used  to  be  a hunchback.  ’ 

“Being  a Jew  was  like  being  a 
hunchback,  Berlin  would  say,  with 
each  Jew  reacting  differently  to 
his  hump,  some  pretending  they 
had  no  hump,  others  glorifying  in 
theirs,  while  a third  group,  the  timid 
ones,  wore  cloaks  to  conceal  their 
contours.”  (A  Matter  of  Dignity, 
Changing  the  World  of  the  Disabled 
by  Andrew  Potok,  Bantam  Dell, 

New  York,  NY,  2002.) 

Indeed,  Charles  Proteus  Stein- 
metz lived  his  life  in  America  as  a 
non-Jew.  His  friends  included  the 
notorious  anti-Semite  Henry  Ford 
and  the  sometimes  anti-Jewish 


Another  version  of  the  IEEE  Steinmetz 
medal. 

Thomas  Alva  Edison. 

But  a science  colleague,  who 
highly  esteemed  the  work  of  Stein- 
metz, was  Albert  Einstein. 

There  is  a letter  in  the  Jewish 
Archives  from  Rabbi  Michael  M. 
Szenes  of  Congregation  Gates  of 
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The  CHarles  Proteus  Steinmetz  medal  of  the 
IEEE,  established  in  1979  by  the  Institute  of 
Electrical  and  Electronics  Engineers. 
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Heaven  in  Schenectady,  New  York 
dated  May  22,  1964,  stating  that 
a member  of  his  congregation  had 
“once  wrote  to  Mr.  Steinmetz  and 
received  the  reply  Mr.  Steinmetz 
was  ‘not  of  the  Jewish  faith’.” 

Of  course  both  of  these  state- 
ments can  be  correct  if  Steinmetz 
considered  himself  as  an  agnostic 
or  atheist. 

But  apparently  he  didn’t.  In  a 
letter  dated  February  24,  1944 
from  Neil  Reynolds,  Consultant- 
Editorial  Products,  General  Elec- 
tric, Reynolds  writes  “I,  too,  have 
heard  people  say  that  Dr.  Steinmetz 
had  a Jewish  ancestry,  but  have 
never  seen  any  evidence.  During 
his  early  days  in  Schenectady,  he 
apparently  had  no  religious  affilia- 
tion. But  when  a Unitarian  Society 
was  formed  ...  he  was  instrumental 
in  the  founding,  and  the  present 
Unitarian  church  there  counts  him 
among  its  founders.  My  own  theory 


U.S.  postage  stamp  issued  in  1983. 

is  that,  like  many  German  families 
in  pre-Hitler  days,  if  the  Steinmetz 
family,  on  either  side,  had  a Jew- 
ish ancestor  - that  mid- 19th  century 
members  might  not  have  been 
aware  of  it. 

“Also  the  German  socialists  of 
the  period  held  religious  orthodoxy 
of  any  variety  in  pretty  low  esteem. 
And  apparently  Steinmetz’s  dedi- 
cation to  socialism  . . . [verged]  on 
a pseudo-religious  fanaticism.” 
(Thanks  to  Kevin  Proffitt,  Senior 
Archivist  for  Research  and  Collec- 
tions, American  Jewish  Archives 
for  finding  this  letter.) 

Steinmetz  was  also  featured  in 
“ Credo : Unitarians  and  Universal- 
ists  of  Yesteryear  Talk  About  Their 
Lives  and  Motivations ” by  Don 
McEvoy,  where  the  author  indi- 
cates (with  no  references)  that  the 
Steinmetz  family  was  “nominally 
Lutherans”  and  that  he  “was  con- 
firmed at  age  thirteen.” 

The  Reynolds’  letter  does  a fine 
job  of  summing  things  up  - that 
Steinmetz  evidently  felt  no  Jewish 
identity  and  moreover  identified 
with  another  religion.  But  what 
about  his  inclusion  in  the  Encyclo- 
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Continued 


Continued 

paedia  Judaica,  Wikipedia, 
etc.  as  “Jewish”? 

Is  a Jew  who  converts 
still  Jewish? 


Zalman  Nelson  writes 
in  www.chabad.com  in  a 
column  titled  “Is  a Jew  Who 
Converts  Still  Jewish?” 

“Throughout  the  Tanach 
[an  acronym  of  the  first 
Hebrew  letter  of  each  of  the 
Masoretic  Text’s  three  tra- 
ditional subdivisions.  Torah  steinmetz  refused  to  work  unless  he  had  access  to 
(‘Teaching,’  also  known  as  cigars.  His  bosses  backed  down. 


the  Five  Books  of  Moses),  

Nevi’im  (‘Prophets’)  and 
Ketuvim  (‘Writings’)],  we  find 
Jews  breaking  every  facet  of  their 
covenant  with  G-d,  joining  and 
forming  all  sorts  of  idolatrous  cults 
and  heathen  practices. 

“Yet  when  the  prophets  chide 
them,  they  are  called  ‘My  people, 
Israel’  ...  Apparently,  Jewishness 
is  about  neither  religion  nor  race. 
Unlike  a race,  you  can  get  in,  but 
unlike  religion,  once  you’re  in  you 
can’t  get  out . . . once  you  are  a part 
of  this  people,  you  are  the  entire 
people.  As  Israel  is  eternal,  so  your 
bond  with  them  is  irreversible,  un- 
breakable and  eternal.” 

So,  after  all  of  this  extensive 
research,  the  answer  to  the  question 
“Could  Charles  Proteus  Steinmetz 
be  in  the  Jewish-American  Hall  of 
Fame?”  is  “I’m  not  sure.” 

What  do  you  think?  I would 


Charles  Proteus  Steinmetz  at 
1915  engineer’s  convention  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

welcome  your  comments  by 
email  (directorjahf@yahoo.com), 
phone  (818-225-1348)  or  letter 
(Mel  Wacks,  Director  JAHF,  5189 
Jeffdale  Ave.,  Woodland  Hills,  CA 
91364).  rru 
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Charles  Proteus  Steinmetz 


1865 

Charles  Steinmetz  immigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1889  but 
was  almost  denied  entry. 

Steinmetz  was  almost  turned 
away  because  he  was  a dwarf  and 
the  immigration  officers  consid- 
ered Steinmetz  medically  unfit. 
Luckily,  a traveling  companion 
vouched  that  Steinmetz  was  a rich 
mathematical  genius. 

After  arriving  in  United  States, 
Steinmetz  was  hired  by  a small 
electrical  firm  owned  by  Rudolf 
Eickemeyer  in  Yonkers,  N.Y. 
Eickemeyer  saw  the  brilliance  in 
Steinmetz  and  tutored  him  in  the 
practical  applications  of  electri- 
cal engineering,  providing  him 
with  a research  laboratory  where 
Steinmetz  developed  the  law  of 
hysteresis  also  known  as  Stein- 
metz s Law. 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica , “the  law  of  hysteresis 
deals  with  the  power  loss  that  oc- 
curs in  all  electrical  devices  when 
magnetic  action  is  converted  to 
unusable  heat. 

“Until  that  time  the  power 
losses  in  motors,  generators, 
transformers,  and  other  electri- 
cally powered  machines  could 
be  known  only  after  they  were 
built.  Once  Steinmetz  had  found 
the  law  governing  hysteresis  loss, 
engineers  could  calculate  and 
minimize  losses  of  electric  power 


1923 

due  to  magnetism  in  their  designs 
before  starting  the  construction  of 
such  machines.” 

In  1892,  Steinmetz  presented  a 
paper  on  the  law  of  hysteresis  to 
the  American  Institute  of  Elec- 
trical Engineers.  The  paper  was 
well  received  and  at  the  age  of  27, 
Charles  Steinmetz  had  become  a 
recognized  expert  in  the  field  of 
electrical  engineering. 

After  studying  alternating 
current  for  a number  of  years, 
Charles  Steinmetz  patented  a 
“system  of  distribution  by  alter- 
nating current”  (A/C  power),  on 
January  29,  1895. 

This  was  the  world’s  first  three 
phase  alternating  current  genera- 
tor, a significant  invention  that 
helped  move  forward  the  electri- 
cal power  industry  in  the  United 
States. 

Steinmetz  was  fond  of  cigars 
and  he  used  to  walk  around 
the  workshops  at  GE  talking  to 
people  and  smoking  a cigar. 

Then  the  Management  decided 
to  introduce  a “No  Smoking”  rule. 
Steinmetz  just  carried  on  as  usual, 
so  an  official  came  up  to  him  and 
said,  “Mr  Steinmetz,  we  have  a 
new  rule.  Would  you  mind  putting 
out  that  cigar?” 

The  great  man  replied,  “No 
cigars,  no  Steinmetz!”  Steinmetz 
stayed. 
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Steinmetz  an  engineering  giant 


Steinmetz  spent  most  of  his  lat- 
er career  working  for  the  General 
Electric  Company  in  Schenectady, 
New  York. 

In  1902,  Steinmetz  retired  to 
take  a teaching  position  at  Sche- 
nectady’s Union  College. 

General  Electric  later  called 
on  Steinmetz  to  return  as  a con- 
sultant by  Henry  Ford,  after  a 
very  complex  system  broke  and 
the  General  Electric  technicians 
failed  to  fix  it. 

Steinmetz  agreed  to  return  for 
the  consulting  work.  He  exam- 
ined the  broken  system,  found  the 
malfunctioning  part,  and  marked 
it  with  a piece  of  chalk. 

Charles  Steinmetz  submit- 
ted a bill  to  General  Electric  for 
$10,000  dollars.  Henry  Ford  was 
miffed  at  the  bill  and  asked  for  an 
itemized  invoice. 

The  invoice  is  summarized 
below. 


This  medal  was  sculpted  by  Henry  Berge 
and  produced  by  Medallic  Art  Company  in 
a 2-1/2  ” size  in  both  bronze  and  silver  in 
1973.  It  was  used  as  an  award  by  General 
Electric. 

Photo  courtesy  Medallic  Art  Company. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Charles 
Proteus  Steinmetz  had  written 
38  peer-reviewed  papers  for  the 
IEEE  journal  and  held  more  than 
200  patents. 

Charles  Steinmetz  died  on  Octo- 
ber 26,  1923.  mi 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States. 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material.  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal,  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a free  electronic  newsletter. 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center,  209  Mall  Blvd.  Monroeville.  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion. 


PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
While  Oak.  PA  15131 


email:  pancoins@gmail  com 
@pancoinsPAN 


website:  www  pancoins.org 


find  m on 

facebook 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

ooMFwnno  by  m.  an  ocrsnowitj 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  I Ioly  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 


Jhr  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofacr  1 \4kitinn 
jf  the  Amc'uaii  NuimtfiutH  Society 
and  thr  tuatl  Minruin 


Volume 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  i Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9 (complete  2 volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC  8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


I he  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

75  Varick  St.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
wwwmumismatics.org 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/vStore/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 
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David  Hendin 

Guide  to 

David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

BIBLICAL  COINS 

riFTH  EDITION 

f 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 

^IRA&LARRY^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 


Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U S.  Coins  for  our  three 

major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  C A 90212  (800)978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 


medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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share  theSH€K€L 

THE  JOURNAL  OF  ISRAEL  ANP  JEWISH  HISTORY  AND  NUMISMATICS 


GIVE  A FULL  YEAR  OF  THE 


sneuei 


FOR  JUST  $25  ($10  FOR  JUNIORS). 


AND  EVERY  TIME  THE  RECIPIENT  RECEIVES  A COPY  HE/SHE  WILL  THINK  OF  YOU. 


THE 


sueuei 


IS  ENTERTAINING  & INFORMATIVE  FOR  THOSE  WITH  A 


LOVE  OF  HISTORY,  ART,  JUDAICA,  THE  HOLY  LAND  AND/OR  COLLECTING. 
GIVE  A GIFT  AINA  MEMBERSHIP  AND  THE  RECIPIENT  WILL  NOT  ONLY  GET  A FULL 

SH€k€L 


YEAR  OF  THE 


BUT  ALSO  THE  AINA  MEDAL  AND  A GIFT  CARD. 


Step  1:  Indicate  your  name  and  address 

Step  2:  Indicate  the  name  and  address  of  each  gift  recipient 

Step  3:  Include  check  or  credit  card  number  & expiration  date  for  $25  per  gift  membership  in 
USA  or  Israel,  $35  per  gift  membership  elsewhere,  $10  per  junior  gift  membership  (indicate  age 
under  20). 

Step  3:  Mail  to  AINA,  P.O.  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269. 

Or  call  (818)  225-1348. 


U.S.  COIN  PRICES 


1 COIN 

OX  I UU« 


iBank  Note  Reporter  w N UM I S MASTER  a m 


1882  Gold  Certificates  top  FUN  sale 


AWFRfD  BY  kRAUSl  PUBI  ICAHOf 


2l)1l^  u.s. 


*25  rtyais 


v*;  World  Coin  News 

UMi»e  pwb*«tiom  S ' 'MASIfl< 

France  wins  Coin  of  the  Year  r \ 

vj 


Numismatic  News » 


sculpts  medals 


I'r'lpot.it  ftj  tnieo  I'w.MtiK  of  v.«i  | 

2015  Standard  Catalog  of 


WORLD 

COINS 


High  demand,  higher  price 


TOP-NOTCH 

QUA  RTS# 
BUYS)  K 


42nd  Edition 

&ECR5E  S.CUHAJ.  EDITOR  • THOMAS  MICHAEL.  MARKET  ANAIYSI 


Fufieiu  says  gold  bullion  down  but  not  out  Oigital  issues  begin 


-1 

SEATED  AND  BARBER 


COINS  M I OCUS 


Mint  offers  10  percent  discount  on  coins 


FIRST  CCMMEM 
QUARTER 


Ei>  -luaj 


Ilu.i. 
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THE  HOBBY  LEADER  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  NUMISMATICS 

KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS 


MAGAZINES 

Our  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News,  World 
Coin  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter  and  Coins 
Magazine. 

BOOKS 

Our  expert  price  analysts  publish  must-have 
reference  books  like  the  Standard  Catalog  line 
of  world  coin  and  paper  money  books,  as  well 
as  U.S.  Coin  Digest  and  North  American  Coins 
& Prices. 

DIGITAL  PRODUCTS 

Our  latest  products  allow  you  to  enjoy  price 
guides  as  never  before,  with  greater  portability, 
photo  enlargement,  and  individual  page  printing 
capabilities. 


ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  and  NumismaticNews.com 
bring  you  the  most  up-to-date  industry  news 
and  pricing,  and  our  weekly  email  newsletters 
are  must-reads. 

SHOWS 

Our  Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  and  Chicago 
International  Coin  Fair  make  Chicago  a must- 
stop  for  dealers  and  collectors. 


A wealth  of  information  awaits 
you  at  NumisMaster.com 
and  ShopNumisMaster.com 


Krause  Publications,  700  E.  State  St,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001  • 855-842-5272  • ShopNumisMaster.com 


HERITAGE 

JUDAICA  AUCTIONS 

Proud  to  Honor  Jewish  History 


Jewish  War  (66-70  AD),  AR  shekel  (24mm,  13.34  gm,  1 0h) 
The  Shoshana  Collection  of  Ancient  Judean  Coins 

Sold  for:  $1,105,375 


MARC  CHAGALL,  Fleurs  et  couple,  circa  1948-52 

Sold  for:  $448,125 


Heritage  Auctions  has  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  offering  thousands  of  items  documenting  nearly 
2,500  years  of  the  history  of  the  Jewish  people  through  their  coinage,  literature  and  art.  • 
In  201 2,  Heritage  was  chosen  to  offer  the  landmark  Shoshana  Collection  of  Ancient  Judean 
Coins,  resulting  in  a total  of  $9.1  million  in  prices  realized  for  the  two  auctions  alone. 

By  working  with  the  most  prestigious  Judaica  auction  house  in  Israel,  Heritage  Auctions  offers 
an  unprecedented  level  of  service  to  obtain  the  best  possible  evaluations  and  prices  for  your 
collection  of  Judaica.  Please  call  to  discuss  growing  or  refining  your  collection  today. 

Inquiries:  877-HERITAGE  (437-4824) 

Erin  Patzewitsch,  Ext.  1575  I ErinP@HA.com 

Always  Accepting  Quality  Consignments  in  39  Categories.  Cash  Advances  Available. 


Annual  Sales  Exceed  $900  Million  I 900,000+  Online  Bidder-Members 


3500  Maple  Ave.  I Dallas,  TX  75219  I 877-HERITAGE  (437-4824)  I HA.com 

DALLAS  I NEW  YORK  I BEVERLY  HILLS  I SAN  FRANCISCO  I HOUSTON  I PARIS  I GENEVA 


THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  COLLECTIBLES  AUCTIONEER 

HERITAGE^ 

AUCTION 


Paul  R.  Minshull  #16591,  BP  12-25%:  see  HA.com.  36817 


